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staff; they were the only natives who would tolerate more than a 
sentence of my pig French. In fact, they kept me there engaeine me in 
conversation and showering me with complimentary postcards! 

FLORENCE 
Conservatorio di Musica Luigi Cherubini collection is now 

apparently at Palazzo Vecchio. Catalogue seems especially rich in 
strings and bows, a few keyboards. Unfortunately, the music section at 
the Palazzo is closed and nobody could tell me when, if ever, it would 
open again. At Museo Bardini, at least one harpsichord is used for 
public concerts; there are probably more there, but never on show. 

NAPLES 
---Museums had nothing, but a chat to some students at Conservatorio 
San Pietro A Majella using whatever words we knew in common from several 
languages revealed the find of the journey - access was granted to the 
1783 Stein vis-a-vis: Double manual harpsichord one end, fortepiano the 
other. 

ROME 
Museo Nazionale Strumenti Musicali is well worth a visit. Don't 

expect to pick up a catalogue at the museum try at Ricordi's in town 
'instead. Rich in keyboards, but plenty of other things as well. 
Crii;tofori's 1722 instrument, 6 baby virginals in a lovely glass case, 
Ruckers transposer, Koenicke fortepiano, and many Italian keyboards. My 
photographic whims were approved by the helpful director at a moment's 
notice, and a kind guard accompanied me to make sure I didn't slip a pie 
of something I shouldn't. 

BOLOGNA 
The museums have no keyboards on show, but a beautiful catalogue of 

the large collection of instruments by Tagliavini was published here a 
year ago. 

PADUA 
No keyboards in sight here. 

VEI10NA 
---Originally I was anticipating the possibility of seeing the Stein 
vis-a-vis. This didn't eventuate, but I wasn't disappointed because I 
had seen the one unexpectedly in Naples. No keyboards in sight here, but 
a splendid exhibition of wind instruments through the ages in part of the 
Teatro Filarmonico. 

MILAN 
The Castello Sforzesco museum was closed for a month. Apparently 

all the museums are so short staffed, one is always closed in rotation. 
Ho�ever, contacts enabled me to see Maria Theresa's Taskin, now kept in 
Chiesa San Maurizio. This church was used solely by a closed order of 
nuns, and has been empty for 150 years. Lovely c16th organ by 
Antionati. La Scala. Museo Teatrale has some interesting rooms with 
Rossini's tuning hammer, a Steinway used by Liszt, a few old virginals, 
and what seems like endless Verdi memorabilia. I put on my best smile 
for the staff, they waived the strict ruling and allowed me to take some 
photos. 
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The Musee des Beaux-Arts almost won the prize this time for the 
most inconsiderate staff, even though they were probably acting under 
orders. I had asked at the entrance if photos were permitted - they were
- and after just having begun a hopefully heavy session in the 
harpsichord room, a guard came swooning in and wanting to remove the film 
from my camera. No signs, or anything to indicate that photos in this 
part of the museum were forbidden! Just as I thought I was destined to 
squiggle in my notebook from behind the heavy guard rope, this museum 
managed to turn into one of the success stories of the trip. Along came 
a chance meeting with French-Canadian harpsichordist Kenneth Gilbert who 
keeps his collection of fine instruments at the museum. A personal tour 
of his instruments followed an introduction to the staff, and I was 
welcome to stay to play and photograph as long as I wished. 

LONDON 
I had to revisit the Victoria & Albert because of a malfunctioning

film last time. This visit, the museum had a few rooms closed, and they
now herd the public through the cash registers at the entrance and make 
you feel guilty if you don't pay the "Suggested Admission" of 2 quid. 
Well worth it, though, even if almost everything is behind glass. 

GOUDl!UllST 
The marvellous Finchcocks where mildly eccentric Richard Burnett 

runs Sunday soirees. All shapes and sizes of keyboard instruments in a 
charming Georgian country mansion. And a brilliant display of the 
construction of keyboard instruments. 

JOHANNESBURG 
The 13th floor of Witwatersrand University houses a collection of 

interesting instruments bequeathed by Hans Adler including a Franciolini 
clavicytherium, a German c16th(?) harpsichord once owned by Landowska, 
and a cute travelling piano. Here I also managed to pull apart a good 
Viennese fortepiano, much to the delight of one enthusiastic lecturer who 
told me he was itching to get inside the instrument himself. 
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